MAJOR IAN SMITH, who has died
ged 92, won two Milit

while serving with the Co

the Special Operations Executive
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In April 1944 a bombing raid on
coastal defences near Deauville was
reported to have set off a series of
flashes on the beach. Four
reconnaissance operations, code-
named Tarbrush, were therefore
mounted at short nohc-c to mine
mines and obsta n the region —
though not on the D- Dd'!,’ beaches
themselves for fear of attracting
attention to them.
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level briefing. His orders were to
find out whether explosive devices
had been attached to the tops of
stakes that the Germans had erected

If they had, when
detonated they might buckle the
doors of the landing craft and the
soldiers trapped inside would be
sitting targets.
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and they landed by dinghy east of
Calais.
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Smith said afterwards: “How it did
not see us, [ shall never know.”
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and, directed by its Hda.r or :hun.

as gl.lullg very close
there came a sudden ringing of
bells and shouted orders and,
having apparently become stuck on
a 3 bank, it stopped. Smith and
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Smith returned with
formation on the
German defences, but on the way
back to the MTB they were almost
r a fast-moving enemy
nd Smith needed all his

o elude it. He was

| stating that he had led eight
| previous operations of a similar
| type.
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thousands of tons of high exp]oslues
had blown up, causing devastation
in the Italian port and great loss of

t‘ .

! Smith was then attached to the

| Special Boat Squadron and
commanded a Il force in Crete.
Living in a large cave and based in

| the east of the island, their task was
to watch the remnants of the

| German and Italian oecupiers and
report back to their base.

A spell on the Greek mainland,
followed by a raid on the Dalmatian
island of Cres, brought Smith’s
active service to an end. When the
war ended, he was promoted to
major, and after commanding an
RASC unit at Bicester he went up to

He was then posted to Minden in
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orces who we

Co [?}(mi’ gal, where hc \Iarl{d a fish
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In August 1974 Smith was driving
a car near Randalstown, Northern
reland, when he was forced to stop
| by three armed masked men. They
tied him up, put a bomb in his car
and then ordered him to dn\
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They told him tha 0
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| not do what the, d and that
the be :mh was 0 uﬁ" in 20
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Major lan Smith, born April 22
1920, died May 3 2012
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