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No.4 Commando operations at Flushing

by Lt. Col. Robert Dawson OC No.4 Commando
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Operation Infatuate 1

No 4 Commando, including 1 and 8 troops (French) of No.10 (Inter Allied)
Commando, assaulted at Flushing on the eastern side.

No.4 Commando, after a daring pre-dawn landing and nearly two days
of bitter street fighting, succeeded in capturing the port and most of the
town before being relieved by the 52nd Infantry Division. They were thus
enabled to rejoin the rest of the Brigade, who without air or artillery
support, had made a daylight assault landing at Westkapelle, in the face
of heavy enemy fire from the formidable gun emplacements built into
the sand dune dykes.

Operation Infatuate 2

Three RM Commando units, Nos.41, 47, and 48 Commando, with
detachments from the Belgian and Norwegian Commandos from No.10
(IA) Commando, assaulted at Westkapelle on the western side, and had
a range of sophisticated armoured amphibious vehicles in addition to
the conventional landing craft.

Some Commandos from 2 troop and 3 troops of No.10 (Inter Allied)
Commando also took part being dispersed among the units of the main
commando force.

The following account by Lt. Col. Dawson relates to Operation Infatuate 1 only
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FLARNIHG,

4 Commendo's task at Flushing was to effect & lending snd to
gelre as lagps an area af would snebles fellow-up unite of 15% (rignde
to complete the capture of the town wnd meve towarde Hiddelburg.

My aseepecment of the task wes roughly es follows:

{e) there was no alternative 4o m frontel asssult om Flushing, cut off
from the west by the breuch in the sea—dyke, frem the sast by the
herbour, and hemmed=in by flocds covering aboat one-third of the
bailt=up area,

Ab) the only landing point which appear=d at all likely wes the short
ptreatch of dvke on the wvest side of “Ungle Seach” - whioh iteelfl
gffered the anly practicable touch-down ores, aftsr clearance of
the beach obatasles, for folleow=up units and egppliea.

le) the configuraticn of the sld town - the ares between the shipyerd
and the sea - cepereated from the shipyard by o contloucus high
wall, was sugh that tactieally it could be treated as a clearly
defined aress e had however to resognise thoat the enexy, if
alerted, oould with relatively fov determined defenders delay ite
capiure, posalbly for & considerable time.

[d) the known defences were s8ll dispoaed %o seawsrd, and were monned
by gerrison units, net eldte troope.

These Factors avgusd overwhelmingly for a landing in darkeess,

followed by an imnediate snd rapid deployment to selee snd secuze the
vhole area from counter-atieck, then elininating the enesy inside 1t,

What made mach & lendins - om en initisl {rantage ol laes than
twenty yerds = possible was the availability of "navigetional™ landing
oraft ocapable of pguiding we in with pin=poisnt accurecy desplie the very
strong tildel currents in the J-mile wide estusry.

Our mpproach wag to be covered by & heavy boabardsent of the
whole Flushing weterfront by the meassed corps artillery from the Lreskens
erea, and a jrogramme of harspeing [ire over the previpus lew days was
arranged,

¥e were under commend of 159 Brigedse foxr the operation,; and
to retuern to 4 Commando Brigede &s soon &g we could be released, I
wes to bé iln looal sonmend in Flushing wnill ihe Erigade Commander
landed with the second Follow-up battalion (7/9 Royel Scots)}. The
peneral lines of 4 Commande's teask were leld dowa Is Jolnt plansing,
but I wes glven a free hand in pleanning our own cperations, subject
af souree %o co=ordination by 15% Brigade. 0Our desisien o land in
darkness 444 not greatly affect the operatlonel planning of the unite
of 155 Brigeds, as the timing, which was detsrmined by tide comsldsr-
ationa, would ensure their arrival end deployment In dayllght.

Looking back now I sm inolined to think that the timing of
follow=up flights was rather too slow and delibsrete, and thet 1f they
had come in a3 fast as the turp=round of landing craflt elleowed the
opposition from the shore batteries, which seemed to increage during
the day, might have been less eifective, and the whole of Flushing
might juet conceiwvably been taken by the end of I=dey. I venture thie
thought with nmany reservaticnd.

I discussed my plen for & night assenlt with Junbe Leiseater,
who supperted it, and with Monkey 3ellar of Forge '?', who I seem to
renenber suggested using the special "navigationsl®™ landing cref® which
mode the operation peasible.
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Tou mention the epparent disparity betvean the Flushing and
Westkapelle cperations in the smpheels given in planning to the Jeraen
bettories, At Wastkapalle mnd in the dunes, as I ses it, the battexrles
weTe thexselves objectives, being powerful, well-found, and, ainoe the
Mooding, ssemingly secure from attask, At Flushing our tesk wos o
gedse the town and she rsad to MNiddelburg, and the batteries were out
of our reach until this was done. They could not influence the Lettle
in Flushing itself, though¥ they could = and 4id - interlere seriously
with the btuild-up, The tesk of desling with then lsy primsrily with
the srtillery massed on the Breskens shore, and by and lerge thiz was
effective, although the snemy gune inflicted ossueliles om cralt
crooping in deylight, and in the case of one flight osused it to turn
bagk end try aguin later, Onoe Flushing wee ours the Gormen ohoTe
batteries wers laolated, and, being subjected to constant harassment
from ehellfire and rockets [rom Typhoons, sorrendered without being
direatly mssanlted - on D w 1,

THE OFERATION.

The prelioinary bombardment of the Flushing wvaterfront wes
vary affegtive In keeping the Germans' hesads down. Ouy Liret flight
got ashore undetected, and the sirongpoint on the esst slde of "Uncle
Beagh" was taken by surprise. The main body of the Commando, while
afloat, came brielly under 20mm cannon fire from the sirongpeint at
De Ruyter's stetue, and thia probably accounted for the sinking Junt
off the landing point of one of the twoe landing craft lost, the other
being holed by an obetasle, The polnt of landing was covered Mrom this
fire, and we got ashore without loss either of our troops or of landing
araft erews,., Our 3" mortars and anmunition went down In the oraflt
haled by gunfire, but wers recovered and brought into sectlon later,

Contrary to the practice in most landing operatione we
touched down on a falling tide, so &s to give the neval beabh obetacle
clearance party a clsar run and so that the following landing = on
mlﬂ‘:iw instesd of against the shelving dyke - woold be on the

L

The mowva throught ths old town wvas viFtually uwnopposed, and
the varisus troope wers at thelr obhjectives by lirst light, the maln
position being at the road Junction at the western end of the ashipyard.
Wa cocupled thie vitel positicn in pome strength, while other troops
got to gripe vith the enemy strongpoints aleng te waterfremt. Host
of our subsequent fighting was cenired round these, &nd thers was no
significant fighting in the old town other than in the vicindty of
thess eneny poeitions, Thelr totel otrength, not counting the HQ
gt the Iritannis Fotel, must have been around two hondred.

Every device of street-fighting wes used -~ including "mouse-
holing all the way down one side of & street, an activiiy which our
Franckmon indalgsed in with enormous zesitl The lest of these sirong-
points, end the toughest, surrendered late on 41, This was the one
nearest to the Britannis Eotel, &nd had enjoyed a covered line of com-
nunication with the hotel mlong the bemch under the sea-wall until
this was teken by ithe Hoyal Soote nt about the same tioe - in & very
gallent bok scestly atimck.

The maln eneny counter-action [Tom outeide wae directed af
our plvet position on the cross-roede at the wester: end of the ship-
yard, It was sharp tut spasmodic, and we suffered some casualties.
The Cor¥sans made considerable, and &t firet sosevhat disconcerting,
uga of the tall gantrise of the shipyard orenes, which Iin rome CubeU
overhung nearby streets of the old town; ap neate for snipers.
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We guffered few cesunlties from this setividy, but the Collow=wup
battalione, which hed net previcuely experienced sniper fire, were
not ao lusky. The nuieence was finally dealt with by the Lowland
Idvwisfon's pack howitzers, e treop of which hed besn lended, the
gurneres training their pleces on the gentry cebins,eiming directly
through the barral. L'ter & couple of direst hite the snipers
degisted.

The peck howitezers proved most versatile, and played @
upeful pert in close pupport in etreet fipghting, ofiten from positions
oprt the upper flecre of btulldings.

The Comanndo hed the greater pert of the fighting in Flushing
iteelf spart from the aotion to captere the Cerman HY in the Eritannuis
Totel, We were gontinoously in sotien frea firet coantaot until the
gnllaypee of resisténce of the seawerd etrongpoints late om I+ls  There
wid l1itile realstesnce in the {flooded eroeas; but it developed sgunin as
4 EO5H approashed the bepinning of the chuseway to Hiddslbturg.

With regard to the tattle for the Eritannis Hetel, where
7/9 Royal Sacte atiapked with grest courege,; I would agree with an
observation mede to me by Eill Boucher-liyers (2i/e cf 4Cdo) that if
the ageanlt had besn timed to take plece et low watsr the attackers
vould heve snjoyed far more rooom fof smapoeuvre asd very poselbly hed

lighter sagualtics,

Meat of the smetlone in Flushing took plase without ertillexzy
puppost,; becmuse of the nature of the fighting, Io any cese 1t was
not practicable to call dowm fire on small well-protected tarpete eet
en the edee of an inhebited town, 0n the other hend Typhoome, whiech
were avallsble on D+l and at ons time malntained B "cab-rank® over
the eatuary, ywere scourate and effective, and sbove all destractive of
eneny morele, We @id call for artillery fire on targets ocuteide the
buili=up area, partieularly eoa the German bettezles when they opened
up on the craft spproaching from Breskena, Our very delightful Frenoh
Canadien artillery lieison officer (FOO7) felt that his powerful re-
gources ware under-uped, and whenour EEM ves wounded by smell-arns
fire from scroces the herbour he wanted to pundeh the perpetrzator by
bringing down & dose of "euper-heavy, soale twentyli®

Tour queation about alternatiwes to landing at "Uncle Feach"
ig most pertinent but diffioult to anewer, To the wesi of the beach
there were none, and, while a lodgement further %o the esat could have
been effected, we ahould heave been st a gresat dissdvantage, far Ifrom
our nein objectives; with the "strangalation’ of the promontory in the
"Tnele Beach” area to negotiate mgeinst an almost certainly (by then)
elerted enemy. The opening up of "Unoele Heach™ for the lending of
follow=up £lizhts aight have besn zezicusly delayed, Fortunately
the sltustion dld not exrise!

We landed At Flushing with four bBritish and two French tToops;
and we had been together since the previous Marsh, For opsrational
purposes the troops wers completely interchangeable, and all eignallers
ware either British or [luent in Baglish. A% Flushing the Frepnch were
given the task of reducing the westermuouot strongpoint (nesrest to the
Eritannia Hotel), whieh proved the largest and moet awkward of all.

They set about the task with dash and great lngenuity, end stuck to it
tensaloualy, 7o me 1t was alweys & plecsure to see these Frénchmen in am
action, as they showed endless resource and comtrivance, and were

megters of individusl actiocn. There vas no task allotted to 4§ Commende
4o which I would not have comnitted the FPrenoh treope with the seune
gonfidence as I hed in the British,
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The two Bergesntes from the Duteh Troop of 10 TA Commernds
ag Interpratere proved Invaluable. The town was [all of eivillens,
nany of then refugees from the Floocded areas. They were moat [riendly,
arnd wanted to be helipful, bot in fect they were o conalderuble problem,
ge they woald wander intoe aress where !i|']::'|-i:n.:_, YWEE pO1NgE Ok Uiy twa
interpretere got the Duteh police to move pivillans dway {rom denger
points, and to arrange for the svaousticon of slck and wounded civiliens
ta Preskens in retuming lendilng eralt = the bombardeent of the lows
had ppused B mumber of ocReusltiaf.

J0R FIFNAL OFERATION IK THE RORTHESN DURES.

There is little ito a2dd abiui this. 41 Compando and the
Belgian Troop weres in sontect with the enemy in the dunes 4o the sasi
of Domburg. Cur tmsk was to coutflank the German positlions, teking s
line along the flat ground south of the dunen end along the edge of tha
floced whieh mir photogzaphie cover ahowed to e fairly thinly defended.
(ur night mareh slong this line brought ws to within & mile of
Veouwenyolder by first light, without keving =met oy enemy. i helsed
the leading troop oo B8 to loock et the ground snd issus omiers for the
further advancs, wnd dering this btime the HiM teoak the bettle Ha party
ints 5 amell aopeEe, where he fourd the snirance o & dugp-out, Lt
surprlsed the Cermune Anglide, amougat thes o Jientenent, I then
evailed nysalf of the fieid telephone to bave & chet with the Colonel
in Veouwenpolder, following whieh he sent & osr to teke me mod Eon
Wright, the I0, to his HQ, whers he quickly sgreed that further fighting
wae polintless, The taotie of penetyation by night wes rsally the same
e we had ueed at Fluehing, but this time the Gérmans wers oornePed,
isgloted, and exhevated,

Provided to the Commando Veterans Archive by Elizabeth Dawson,
daughter of Lieutenant Colonel Robert Dawson CBE, DSO, Legion
d’Honneur, Croix de Guerre.
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